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Science  fiction,  as  both  a  writing  style  and  an  art, 
has  developed  around  a  limited  set  of  situational  schemes: 
man  versus  manj  man  versus  creature ;  man  versus  his  (often 
hostile)  environments  man  versus  himself.  Oftentimes,  such 
stories  are  concerned  only  with  adventure,  personifying  es- 
capist literature. 

However,  another  branch  of  science  fiction  has  been  con- 
cerned more  with  the  moral  issues  and  problems  that  face  man- 
kind today,  as  projected  along  future  trends  -  increases  in 
crime,  air  pollution,  freeway  building,  governmental  control, 
population,  and  so  forth.  It  is  this  branching  from  the 
former  main-stream  of  science  fiction  that  has  created  what 
is  now  the  central  focus  of  the  gendre,  that  is,  what  are  we 
going  to  do  now  about  our  present  problems  to  prevent  them 
from  growing  in  the  future9 

Many  science  fiction  writers,  depending  upon  their  back- 
grounds, specialize  in  certain  problem  areas.  For  example, 
Isaac  Asimov,  a  professor  of  biochemistry,  has  xiritten  a  great 
deal  about  robots  (mechanical  men)  and  androids  (biochemical- 
imitation  men).  Keith  Laumer,  an  ex-diplomat,  frequently 
writes  about  the  adventures  of  members  of  a  futuristic  dip- 
pomatic  corps. 

No  science  fiction  writer  has  written  exclusively  about 
cities  and  the  problems  of  urban  dwelling.  Indeed,  most  writers 
describe  an  unusual  or  bizarre  urban  setting  only  in  passing, 
setting  the  background  for  the  human  conflict  to  follox-J. 

This  annotated  bibliography  lists  a  few  of  the  science 
fiction  tales  which  use  the  city  as  more  than  just  an  offhand 
backdrop  for  human  drama.  It  is  by  no  means  complete,  but 
is  presented  to  stimulate  the  imaginations  of  those  who  would 
solve  the  urban  problems  of  today.  For  certainly  today  we 
know  the  agony  of  the  urban  situation  -  tomorrow,  these  pro- 
blems will  have  to  have  had  at  least  a  partial  solution, 
lest  they  be  the  legacy  of  an  urban  culture  which  could  not 
survive . 
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Anderson,  Colin.  Magellan.  New  York:  Berkley,  1970. 

City  which  is  extension  of  master  computer  develops 
personality  of  its  own,  refusing  to  submit  to  human  di- 
rectives. 

Blish,  James.  Cities  in  Flight.  New  York:   Avon,  1970. 

Contains  "They  Shall  Have  Stars",  "A  Life  for  the  Stars", 
"Earthman,  Come  Home",  and  "The  Triumph  of  Time". 

Classic  series  dealing  with  cities-become-spaceships 
through  nuclear  energy  process,  allowing  man  to  take 
along  urban  environment  on  interstellar  journeys.  Cities 
"in  flight"  become  the  hobos  of  Earth's  far-flung  future 
empire . 

,  Groff  Conklin,  ed..  "The  Box",  in  Omnibus  Science 


Fiction.  Crown  Publishing,  Inc.,  1952. 

For  every  weapon  there  is  a  defense.  New  York  City  is 
defended  against  atomic  attack  by  an  electromagnetic 
screen,  but  one  placed  over  the  city  by  America's  enemies, 
The  question  is,  how  to  turn  it  off? 

Bradbury,  Ray,   "The  Lost  City  of  Mars",  in  I  Sing  the  Body 
Electric.  New  York:  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  1969. 

The  Ultimate  City  of  an  alien  race  becomes  the  final 
amusement  park  for  a  group  of  jaded  Terrans  looking  for 
the  ultimate  in  "kicks". 

Brunner,  John.  The  Squares  of  the  City.  New  York:  Bal- 
lantine  Books,  1965. 

Thoroughly  researched  novel  applying  information/com- 
munication/transportation theory  to  the  political  needs 
of  a  Brazilia-type  South  American  capitol  on  the  verge 
of  revolution.  Novel  actions  also  follow  the  moves  of 
a  chess  game. 

.  The  Day  of  the  Star  Cities.  New  York?  Ace 

Books,  1965. 

Aliens  establish  "cities"  on  Earth  for  their  own  pur- 
poses, and  the  by-products  of  their  presence  destroys 
the  fabric  of  social  and  political  continuity  for  human 
beings. 
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Bulmer,  Kenneth.  Roller  Coaster  World.  New  York;  Berkley, 
1972. 

Cities  mounted  of  gigantic  tractor  apparati  (larger- 
scale  versions  of  the  ones  currently  used  to  move  Saturn 
rockets)  must  roam  the  surface  of  another  planet,  seeking 
the  radiation  from  that  planet  necessary  to  maintain 
the  population. 

Clarke,  Arthur  C.  The  City  and  the  Stars.  New  York^  Har- 
court,  Brace,  and  World,  Inc.,  1953. 

Regimented  life  in  the  last  city  on  Earth  proves  too  much 
for  a  young  rebel,  who  escapes  to  "freedom". 

Delany,  Samuel  R.  City  of  a  Thousand  Suns.  New  York:  Ace 
Books,  1965. 

A  computer  gone  beserk  and  an  alien  from  another  galaxy 
combine  to  reduce  Earth's  last  cities  to  rubble. 

Galauye,  Daniel  F.  Lords  of  the  Psychon.  New  York:  Bantam 
Books,  1963. 

Alien  cities  act  as  focal  points  to  draw  Earth  into  an 
alternate  universe  in  which  humans  cannot  survive. 

Hamilton,  Edmond.   "Cities  in  the  Air",  Air  Wonder  Stories. 
November/December  1929. 

Adventure  story  set  in  airborn  cities. 

Laumer,  Keith.   "Trip  to  the  City",  in  Nine  by  Laumer.  New 
York:   Doubleday,  1967. 

Present-day  trends  in  urban  crime  are  projected  into  the 
future,  when  urban  government  consists  of  boss  rule. 

,  Frederick  Poul,  ed..   "King  of  the  City",  in 

The  Seventh  Galaxy  Reader.  New  York:  Doubleday,  196U. 

Power  struggle  for  control  of  an  intact  urban  complex 
following  a  devastating  war, 

'The  Forbidden  City",  in  Retief:  Ambassador  to 


Space.  New  York:   Berkley,  1969. 

A  Retief  story.  Diplomatic  relations  are  established 
with  a  planet  whose  surface  is  covered  by  one  small  city 
and  one  vast  graveyard  of  past  heros.  The  problem  is 
how  to  free  the  planet's  resources  before  the  dwindling 
population  dies  off. 
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Laumer,  Keith.   "Wicker  Wonderland",  in  Galactic  Diplomat. 
New  York:  Berkley,  1965. 

A  Retief  story.  A  planet  rich  in  metals  is  inhabited 
only  through  the  evolution  of  a  city  made  of  wicker  on 
the  sea's  surface.  Retief  must  foil  the  attempt  of 
greedy  humans  to  destroy  the  city  and  lay  claim  to  the 
then  uninhabited  world. 

Maine,  Charles  Eric.  Alph.  New  York:   Ballantine  Books,  1972. 

Urban  civilization  in  a  world  without  men. 

Mason,  Douglas  R.  Horizon  Alpha.  New  York:  Ballantine 
Books,  1971. 

Urban  living  is  limited  to  large,  segregated  superstruc- 
tures dominated  in  part  by  former  servant  machines  de- 
dicated to  the  eradication  of  inferior  creatures  -  namely, 
the  human  builders. 

Pedler,  Kit  and  Gerry  Davis.  Mutant  $9:  The  Plastic-Eaters. 
New  York:  Bantam  Books,  1972. 

London  is  threatened  by  a  mutant  virus  strain  which 
eats  all  forms  of  plastics. 

Piatt,  Charles.  Planet  of  the  Voles.  New  York:  Berkley,  1971. 

The  orderliness  and  angularity  of  human  thought  and 
urban  design  so  offends  an  alien  species  that  war  is 
declared  on  the  human  race  to  bring  it  to  the  "true  light". 

Poul,  Frederick,  and  Jack  Williamson.  Undersea  City.  New 
York:  Ballantine  Books,  1958. 

Adventure  story  set  in  an  undersea  mining  community  perched 
on  the  edge  of  an  earthquake  fault  system. 

Silverberg,  Robert.  The  World  Inside.  New  York:  Doubleday, 
1970. 

Human  mores  and  morals  change  with  confinement  of  urban 
populations  in  high-density,  single-building  urban  complexes. 

Simak,  Clifford  D.  City.  New  York:  Ace  Books,  1952. 

The  decline  of  the  human  population  and  its  cities,  and 
the  possible  inheritors  of  urban  life  and  customs  are 
explored  in  a  series  of  short  stories. 
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Swift,  Jonathan.  Gulliver's  Travels.  Dublin,  circa  1715. 

Political  satire  concerning,  in  part,  city  customs. 

Szilard,  Leo.  "Report  on  'Grand  Central  Terminal1 ",  in  The 
Voice  of  the  Dolphins.  New  York:  Simon  and  Schuster, 
T9ZT. 

Alien  expeditionary  force  to  Earth  puzzles  over  the 
rubble  of  an  urban  environment  from  the  dead  past. 

Trimble,  Louis.  The  City  Machine.  New  York:  Daw  Books,  1972. 

A  single  machine  can  construct  an  urban  complex,  but 
it  is  controlled  by  the  ruling  class  of  the  existing 
city,  forcing  a  revolution  of  worker  classes  who  need 
the  machine  to  escape  their  oppression. 

Wilson,  Richard.  And  Then  the  Town  Took  Off.  New  York: 
Ace  Books,  19So7 

Tongue-in-cheek  humor  story  about  aliens  who  steal  a 
piece  of  Earth,  including  the  town  of  Superior,  Ohio, 
and  want  to  use  it  to  help  make  their  own  planet. 
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